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Living Well at Home After Age 60

East Central Kansas
Area Agency on Aging

Helping Persons Age 60 and Older Maintain

Dignity, Independence, Health & Self-Sufficiency

Services
Assessment
Bathing
Caregiver Program
Case Management
Chore Assistance
Custom Care
Exercise Programs
Health & Wellness
Housekeeping
Information & Assistance
Insurance Consultation
Intergenerational Programs
Legal Assistance

Lifeline Assistance
Linkage to other services
Meals
Medical Equipment
Nursing Facility Pre-Admission
Personal Care
Prescription Drug Assistance
Respite (caregiver relief)
Support Groups
Tax Form Assistance
Telephone/Visiting
Transportation Coordination
Volunteer Programs

Funded through the Kansas Department on Aging.

132 S. Main
Ottawa, KS 66067

800-633-5621
785-242-7200

www.eckaaa.org

Courthouse Square
Call 785-242-2235

Please Leave Message • TDD • 1-800-766-3777
235 S. Main • Ottawa, KS

Our Past Our Present

Progress Through
The Years

Market
Antiques

& Collectibles
503 N. Main, Ottawa 

785-242-4098
Thurs. - Mon. 9-5 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Closed Tues. & Wed.

Thank you 
for 3 years 
of business.

Twelve professionals
to serve you with

experience,
competence & integrity

• Profit planning and budgeting
• Management consulting
• Tax planning and return
	 preparation
• Small business services
• Computer consulting
• Financial statement
			preparation and auditing

234 S. Main • Ottawa • 242-3170
www.agc-cpas.com

By JODIE GARCIA
Herald Staff Writer

 It’s a job that requires 
knowledge from a wide 
range of fields: math, sci-
ence, psychology, communi-
cation and law.
 As director of planning 
and codes for the City of 
Ottawa, Wynndee Lee said 
her days can be unpredict-
able and harried, but she 
embraces the issues and 
challenges that develop.
 “Every day is a different 
day,” she said.
 Lee said parts of her 
days are spent like any oth-
er manager, dealing with 
issues like staffing and 
scheduling. She said she 
also works with other city 
departments.
 Lee also is a point of 
contact for developers and 
those with upcoming proj-
ects, and she and her staff 
provide information about 
issues  — rezoning requests 
or site plans, for example 
— that come before the Ot-
tawa Planning Commission 
and/or the Ottawa City Com-
mission for approval.
 Lee said she didn’t set 
out to be a planner but 
found that path after taking 
a job as a city program man-
ager in Ottawa in 1992.
 In that position, Lee 
managed grants and dealt 
with nuisance enforcement. 
She said the city manager at 
the time encouraged her to 
consider a master’s degree.
 Lee attended the Univer-
sity of Kansas and gradu-
ated with a master’s degree 
in public administration. 
She said she took classes 
related to planning but ini-
tially was more interested 
in local government from 
the perspective of commu-
nity development.
 “The public participation 
appealed to me,” she said.
 In 1999, Lee became city 
manager for Concordia and 
was there until 2002, when 
she returned to Ottawa as 
director of planning and 
codes.
 Lee said her path was un-
usual for a planner because 
most directors obtain un-
dergraduate and master’s 
degrees in planning.
 Lee received her under-
graduate degree in busi-
ness from Ottawa Universi-
ty and noted that planning 
resonated a lot with her lib-
eral arts background.
 For example, planners 
must know certain laws, the 
math and science that go 
along with construction, as 
well as communication and 
concepts such as the psy-
chology of how people feel 
about space, Lee said.
 “So many of the disci-
plines come together,” she 
said.
 Lee said one of the best 
parts of her job is seeing a 
project come in and, with the 
assistance of staff and the 

planning commission, help it 
along the way to become the 
best fit for Ottawa.
 She said she and her 
staff want to help builders 
be successful, and they, in 
turn, help the community to 
be successful.
 “We all need each other,” 
she said.
 Lee, who passed a stren-

uous test to become a mem-
ber of the American Insti-
tute of Certified Planners 
in 1999, said leaving Ottawa 
for a few years and then re-
turning made her value the 
community and its assets.
 “We understand what it 
takes to be attractive to a 
market, but we appreciate 
what we have,” she said.

‘Every day is a different day’
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Wynndee Lee, director of planning and codes for the City of Ottawa, wears many hats in her posi-
tion. Planners must know certain laws, the math and science that go along with construction, as 
well as communication and concepts such as the psychology of how people feel about space, 
she said.

Lee serves public through versatility

OTTAWA

Don’t miss the
fi nal installment
of Progress 2008!

Coming
Saturday, Feb. 23

No Job
Too Small or

Too Big!!

7-Block Certified,
 Licensed Electricians

Performance Electric
The Leader in Electrical Contracting

Serving Ottawa, Franklin Co. and Anderson Co.

Thank you for over 17 years of business
Gregg Colbern and Dave Rossman

785-242-5748 
206 N. Oak                    Ottawa, KS

• New Pole Barns
• Lighting Upgrades
• Free Estimates

• Service Change Outs
• Bucket Truck
• Bonded & Insured


